Ponceroff agreed that on the February 14 inspection he
observed miners working under the trolley wire where the bl
switches were guarded (Tr. 28). In the inspector's view sc
of the line switches were installed in such a fashion that
would have to pass under the trolley wire to throw them. 1
because the handle was on the rib side of the switch (Tr. 2
All of the blade switches had to be guarded because miners
removing longwall shields and face equipment. In addition,
were required in areas where work was being done with scale
and when timbers were installed on the rib side of the wire
29 - 31). In the inspector's opinion it would constitute r
larly working or passing under within the meaning of the re
if the switch had to be thrown. The regulation does not re
guards for all of the trolley lines (Tr. 30, 31).

The potential- for derailment in this mine was great (T
In the event of a derailment the line switch would be regul
used.  Every switch, whether facing the rib or track side,
be covered along the main line because of the condition of
track (Tr. 33).

Between February 27 and March 30, Ponceroff did not re
any objections to his directive (Tr. 35) .

The inspector believed that every blade switch would b
in the course of the life of the mine (Tr. 36) .  Some would
used more than others (Tr. 36).  If a miner leaves an area
there is no actual mining he would normally use the switch
off the power (Tr. 36).

Photographs of an unguarded and a guarded line switch '
received in evidence (Tr. 37, 42, 43; Ex. Cl, C2, C3) . If ,
miner reaches for the switch a guard prevents his hand from
tacting the energized trolley wire (Tr. 37 - 39) . In pulli
.switch handle a miner's forearm would be above and within f
six inches of the energized trolley wire (Tr. 39, 41). Thi
stitutes a significant shock or electrocution risk (Tr. 42)

If the blade switch is in place, normally energy flows
the energized line (Tr. 40). If the switch is disconnected
normally there is power to only one side of the switch (Tr.

Vern Boston is an MSHA inspector at the Orangeville, U
office (Tr. 46). At a staff meeting in March 1986, Boston i
advised by his supervisor, Bill Ponceroff, that the blade s<
on the trolley had to be guarded. The supervisor explained
there was exposure to hazards because they were regularly u;
.(Tr, 46). Mr. Ponceroff also indicated to Boston that the <
officials were correcting the condition (Tr. 47) .
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